
Fast Video Cataloger
Complete Documentation

User Guide · Server Guide · Scripting & API Reference

VideoStorm Sweden AB

videocataloger.com

https://videocataloger.com/


Welcome to the official documentation for Fast Video Cataloger - your local video content

management system.

Documentation Sections

User Guide

Complete guide for using Fast Video Cataloger, from getting started to advanced features.

Introduction - Overview and key features

Getting Started - Set up your first catalog in 3 minutes

How-To Guides - Step-by-step instructions for common tasks

Table of Contents - Complete navigation of the user guide

Server Guide

Documentation for Fast Video Cataloger Server - share catalogs across multiple computers.

Why Use Server - Benefits of the server component

Installation - Setup instructions

Features - Server capabilities

Scripting

Extend and automate Fast Video Cataloger with C# scripts.

Introduction - What you can do with scripting

Getting Started - Write your first script

How-To Guides - Common scripting tasks

Samples - Ready-to-use script examples

API Reference

Complete API documentation for developers.

Scripting Interfaces - IScripting, IConsole, IGUI, etc.



Catalog Service - Database operations

Data Types - VideoFileEntry, Actor, Tag, etc.

Quick Links

Fast Video Cataloger Website

Video Tutorials

Support

https://videocataloger.com/
https://videocataloger.com/
https://www.youtube.com/videocataloger
https://videocataloger.com/support/


User Guide

Welcome to the Fast Video Cataloger User Guide.

Chapters

Introduction

What is new in Fast Video Cataloger 10

Getting started in less than 3 minutes

Finding a video in an existing catalog

How-To Guides

Version History

Support

Glossary

Copyrights, Licenses, and Components used



Fast Video Cataloger 10

Fast Video Cataloger is your local video content management system. You will be able to work

faster and more efficiently with your videos. It is your time to get organized like crazy without crazy

effort!

Key Features

Find what you want in a flash with powerful search, filtering, and previews.

Handle all videos and b-rolls in one tool. No more chasing between disks, multiple computers,

and old backups.

Play videos instantly from automatically created video scene thumbnails.

It is up and running in less than 3 minutes. Add videos by folder and subfolder, and automatic

indexing.

Never forget where you got reference material and where your videos are used.

Search and view thumbnails of videos on disconnected devices.

All data about your complete video collection fits in one catalog file, enabling quick sharing

and fast backup.

Powerful customization features to build your video solution.



Web access if needed

All done locally without cloud servers

Support multiple computer screens.

Access from multiple computers.

About This Guide

This user guide covers all aspects of Fast Video Cataloger, from getting started to advanced

features. Use the navigation on the left to explore different sections, or see the Table of Contents

for a complete overview.
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What is new in Fast Video Cataloger 10

The whole program has been migrated to .net 10, this includes changes in just about all parts of

the program.

We have added localization to German, Swedish and Spanish.

There is new build in http-server support that can host videos directly, the server is much easier to

setup than before, and it support videos from multiple folders. The rest api has been extended to

the full functionality of the catalog and we provided a default web version that can be used for

browsing the video part of the catalog as well as adding videos and tags. The server now also

support accounts with access restrictions.

New ai indexing, we added optional facial detection, scene classification and object detection.

New tool to clean out similar thumbnails in sequence or thumbnails missing any face.

New searchable html documentation.

Companion images can now be in zip archives and is much faster to load.

Added support for Blackmagic RAW (BRAW) video files.

Native transcription support is now built in, no need for an external plugin to generate subtitles

from your videos.

And, As usual, there are many other improvements and bug fixes.



Getting started in less than 3 minutes

When you start Fast Video Cataloger for the first time, we will show you a tutorial on creating your

first video catalog. Use this tutorial or follow the 3-minute beginner\'s guide for your first video

catalog.

1. Select New... to bring up the Create new catalog dialog.

2. Click the Pick Catalog File button to choose a folder location and name your new video

catalog. The default name is videodatabase.vcat.

3. Once back in the Create new catalog dialog, click Create to create your empty video catalog.

1. Locate the Add Videos window. This is where you add videos to your video catalog.

Note: A video catalog file only contains metadata for your videos. The video files are not touched.

Uninstalling FVC will not delete your catalog files.



Finding a Video in an Existing Catalog

Finding the videos you are looking for should be easy; it is one of the strong points in Fast Video

Cataloger. You get an excellent visual overview in the Video Catalog window by viewing in Icon

mode in conjunction with the Video Scenes window. You can visually browse through your video

catalog very fast.

You can easily filter your video catalog on keywords, actors, genre, rating, filenames, title,

description, file path, or archived media. The video list is sorted by clicking the headings in the

Video Catalog window.

Finding specific scenes in one or more videos from your entire video catalog is achieved using the

Scene search tab in the Search window. Your recent search history is available as quick links to

speed up your work.

Fast Video Cataloger has a docking user interface, enabling you to set up custom layouts that work

best for you at the moment. You can spread out your interface across multiple computer screens

and take advantage of the visual powers in Fast Video Cataloger.

Your Layout is automatically loaded when the program starts and automatically saved when you

exit. You can also save a favorite layout from being restored at any time. We have created a default

layout for you that is always available only one click away.

Top menus

At the top of the program windows, there is a menu.

File takes you to the file page where you can open and create catalogs as well as access other

tools that works on the entire catalog.

Start shows icons where you would start with a new catalog i.e. add videos from a folder or one by

one. Start also has buttons to set the main modes of the software. How should the video catalog

window display videos and how should the video scenes window display thumbnails.

Layout let you switch between different layouts in the software and save edited layouts.

View let you toggle all the windows in the software. Functionality in Fast video cataloger is

organized into different windows.



Help contains links to help and support.

The default layout

In Fast Video Cataloger's default layout, the work area is split into four main Window Areas, as

shown below. The default layout is first loaded when you set up a new catalog. You can restore to

this Layout via Layout and the Reset button.

Window Areas

Left Window Area - Search, Add Videos, Video Catalog, Video Wall, Bins, Actors, File Organizer,

Preview, Playlist

Attract Windows - Attract Covers, Attract Actors, Attract Video Wall

Center Window Area - Video Scenes, Scene Search Results, Web Browser, Transcription

Right Window Area - Video Details, Actions, Keywording, Cast

Bottom Window Area - Video Player, Companion Images, Script Console

Help Window - News, Help, Tutorial, Support, Order, Activate, Update, About

Layout Management



Window Layouts - Arranging, showing/hiding windows, docking, saving layouts



Left Window Area

The area to the left contains many windows where you do actions that affect your whole video

catalog. To open or close these windows, look in the View menu.

Search

The Search window lets you filter your video collection by searching on video Content, Keywords,

Cast, Archives, Extended properties, Scenes, and more. You view the result of a video search in the

Video catalog window. You can view the result of a scene search in the Scene search result

window.

You can read more about search in How to use the Search window

Add Videos

The Add Videos window helps you add new videos to your video catalog and monitor progress as

videos are indexed.



Video Catalog

The Video Catalog window shows all videos in your video catalog. The selected video in the list is

the selected active video. Important! The active video will determine what you see in many other

windows. The purpose of the Video Catalog window is to provide you with an easy way to navigate

and overview all your videos.

The Video Catalog window can show your videos in either Details view or Icon mode.



The Details View shows videos in your current video catalog represented by ID, Name, Preview

image, Length, Path, Link, and exact time when you added the video to the video catalog.

You can change the columns' order by drag-'n'-drop and change the different columns' sizes,

including the preview thumbs, by dragging the edge of the column header. You can sort on any of

the columns by clicking the column headers.

If you right-click the header column, you can edit the visible columns per layout. You can also add

extended properties to your columns.

The Icon mode shows each video with the preview thumbnail and the title. You can select Small,

Medium, Large, or Huge Icon mode.

To switch modes, right-click on a video and select Details, Small Icons, Medium Icons, or Large

Icons in the View submenu. The current view mode is saved with the Layout and restored the next

time you run the program.



Clicking a video brings forward the Video Scenes window. Double-clicking a video plays it from the

time of the displayed thumbnail in the Video Player window.

Right-clicking invokes the context menu mentioned above, including the options to Copy, Paste, or

Remove From the Catalog and an additional submenu item called File. Inside the File pop-out

menu, you can play or Edit in an external player or editor. Delete the video file from the computer or

open the folder where the video file is stored. Re-index will scan the video again for thumbnails and

replace the current thumbnails with the new ones.

If you move the mouse over the image preview you scrub the thumbnails for the video. If you

double-click when scrubbing the video you will start video playback from the time of the scrubbed



thumbnail.

You can navigate the window with the cursor keys.

If you hold down CTRL you can select multiple video with mouse clicks.

If you hold down SHIFT and click you can mark a range of videos.

Using the keyboard you can navigate with the arrow keys and use Space to add or remove videos

from the current selection. Use Enter to clear selection and only select the marked video.

Video Wall

In the Video Wall window, you view animated captured video frames from the current selection of

videos. The video wall is the fastest way to scan through your videos. It behaves like the Attract

Videos window but displays a selection of videos.

The videos displayed in the Video Wall are the ones you have in your current filter, i.e., the ones you

see in the Video Catalog window (Ctrl+F to open the filter dialog).

The Video Wall is optimized for performance and uses several hardware threads. It will only

animate the visible videos if the Window itself is visible.

Since the Video Wall is not playing the actual video files but instead the stored video frames from

the video catalog, you should be able to play many videos simultaneously. You can also see Video



Wall entries for video files that are not accessible.

However, if you have performance issues, you can improve performance by reducing the Window's

size or increasing the Video Wall delay in Preferences.

If you are using a laptop on the battery, you might want to hide the Video Wall window (perhaps set

up a laptop battery-saving layout). It does put a constant load on the system preventing it from

ever saving power.

To switch between the different sizes of video frames, right-click on a video and select Small,

Medium, Large, or Very Large in the View submenu.

The current view mode is saved with the layout.

You can select a video by right-clicking the icon and choosing "Select" from the context menu.

Double-click a video to play it in the Video Player window.

Bins

Bins are virtual folders that give you convenient access to your favorites or a list of videos relevant

to a given project.

Videos in a Bin are not affected when you change search filters.

If you click on a video in a bin, the same video will be selected in the video catalog window,

provided the video is not filtered out from a search.

Move videos to a bin using drag and drop from the video catalog window.

SmartBins are bins that are populated automatically by a search query.

Before creating a SmartBin you perform a search to find videos you want in the smartbin. When

you create the SmartBin, it will remember the current search criteria. Whenever you add new

videos to the catalog or change properties like a keyword, FVC will check to see if they match the

criteria for the SmartBin and place them accordingly.

The video bin window shows videos that are in the currently selected bin.

You select the current bin from the drop-down list at the top of the Bin window.




